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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1 -59 are rejected. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

2. The information disclosure statements (IDS) submitted on 1/10/2005, 1/12/2005 
and 3/22/2005 were filed after the mailing date of the application on 2/13/2004. The 
submission is in compliance with the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .97. Accordingly, the 
information disclosure statement is being considered by the examiner. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

3. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claims 1-3, 5-24, 26-41 and 59 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the 
claimed invention is directed to non-statutory subject matter. 

MPEP 2106 IV.B.2.(b) 

A claim that requires one or more acts to be performed defines a process. 
However, not all processes are statutory under 35 U.S.C. 101. Schrader, 22 F.3d at 
296, 30 USPQ2d at 1460. To be statutory, a claimed computer-related process must 
either: (A) result in a physical transformation outside the computer for which a practical 
application is either disclosed in the specification or would have been known to a skilled 
artisan, or (B) be limited to a practical application. 
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Claim 1 recites a method for interactive content retrieval and display, the method 
comprising: providing a plurality of portlets for retrieval of content for display in a user 
interface; mapping a message action to a first portlet to create a messaging portlet for 
sending a message in response to user interaction with the messaging portlet; creating 
a listener portlet by registering a second portlet to receive messages from the 
messaging portlet; and in response to user interaction with the messaging portlet, 
retrieving particular content for display in the user interface based on the message 
received by the listener portlet from the messaging portlet 

In the above limitation, there is no physical transformation being claimed, a 
practical application. would be established by a useful, concrete and tangible result. For 
it to be a tangible result, it must be more than a thought or a computation and must 
have a real world value rather than being an abstract idea. The invention as recited in 
the claim just merely retrieves particular content for display. It is unclear as to what kind 
of tangible output is obtained by these limitations, however, claim 4 provides the 
tangible results of displaying the content. Claims 2,3 and 5-21 , which are dependent on 
claim 1 fail to overcome the rejection and therefore are rejected on the same grounds 
as claim 1. 

Claim 22 recites a system for interactive content retrieval and display (see 
abstract), the system comprising: a user interface for display of content; 
an actioner module for display of content in the user interface and sending a message 
based on user interaction with said actioner module; a registrar for receiving the 
message from said actioner module and routing the message to at least one listener 
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module registered to receive the message; and at least one listener module registered 
for receiving the message from the registrar and retrieving content for display in the 
user interface based on the message sent by the actioner module. 

In the above limitation, there is no physical transformation being claimed, a 
practical application would be established by a useful, concrete and tangible result. For 
it to be a tangible result, it must be more than a thought or a computation and must 
have a real world value rather than being an abstract idea. The invention as recited in 
the claim just merely retrieves particular content for display. It is unclear as to what kind 
of tangible output is obtained by these limitations, however, claim 25 provides the 
tangible results of displaying the content. Claims 23, 24 and 26-41 , which are 
dependent on claim 22 fail to overcome the rejection and therefore are rejected on the 
same grounds as claim 22. 

Claim 59 recites a downloadable set of processor-executable instructions for 
performing the method of claim 42. A downloadable set of processor-executable 
instructions is directed towards software per se. Software per se fails to produce a 
useful, concrete and tangible result. 

To expedite a complete examination of the instant application, the claims 
rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 (nonstatutory) above are further rejected as set forth 
below in anticipation of applicant amending these claims to place them within the four 
statutory categories of invention. 



Application/Control Number: 10/708,187 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2167 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

5. Claims 1-9, 12-14, 17-30, 33-35, 38-48, 51-52 and 54-59 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by US PGPub 2006/0053376 to Ng et al (hereafter 
Ng et al). 

Referring to claim 1, Ng et al disclose a method for interactive content retrieval 
and display (see abstract), the method comprising: 

providing a plurality of portlets for retrieval of content for display in a user 
interface (see [0088] and [0179]); 

mapping a message action to a first portlet to create a messaging portlet for 
sending a message in response to user interaction with the messaging portlet (see 
[021 1], [0219] and [0222]-[0223] - the message is mapped to the master portlet which is 
considered to represent the first portlet)] 

creating a listener portlet by registering a second portlet to receive messages 
from the messaging portlet (see [021 1], [021 3], [0220] and [0225]-[0226] - the slave 
portlets are considered to represent the listener portlet)] and 
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in response to user interaction with the messaging portlet, retrieving particular 
content for display in the user interface based on the message received by the listener 
portlet from the messaging portlet (see [0176], lines 5-8 and [0214], lines 3-5 and [0231] 
- the slave portlet performs the action of retrieving the data from the web application in 
order to display the data in the user's browser). 

Referring to claim 2, Ng et al disclose the method of claim 1 , wherein said 
plurality of portlets comprise a portal (see [0088], lines 1-7). 

Referring to claim 3, Ng et al disclose the method of claim 1 , wherein a portlet 
retrieves content from a particular source (see [0214] - the data is retrieved from the 
URL which is considered to represent the particular source). 

Referring to claim 4, Ng et al disclose the method of claim 1 , wherein a portlet 
displays content in a Web page (see [0088], lines 1-5). 

Referring to claim 5, Ng et al disclose the method of claim 4, wherein the Web 
page is implemented using a markup language (see [0201 ]-[0206] - the context is 
considered to represent the web page). 

Referring to claim 6, Ng et al disclose the method of claim 5, wherein the 
markup language comprises a selected one of HyperText Markup Language (HTML), 
Extensible Markup Language (XML), Extensible Hypertext Markup Language (XHTML), 
and Compact HyperText Markup Language (cHTML) (see [0201] - XML). 

Referring to claim 7, Ng et al disclose the method of claim 1 , wherein the first 
portlet comprises a markup language anchor (see [0201]-[0203] - the Dynamic Context 
Relationship Template is considered to represent the anchor). 
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Referring to claim 8, Ng et al disclose the method of claim 1 , wherein said 
retrieving step includes retrieving a selected one of a Web page, a portion of a Web 
page, database content, spreadsheet data, documents, files, and information from a 
Common Gateway Interface (see [0088], lines 9-13 - web pages). 

Referring to claim 9, Ng et al disclose the method of claim 1 , wherein said user 
interface comprises a browser interface (see [0179], lines 1-4 - the user's web browser 
is considered to represent a browser interface). 

Referring to claim 12, Ng et al disclose the method of claim 1 , wherein the 
listener portlet registers with a registrar to receive the message from the messaging 
portlet (see [0121] and [0265] - the cookie table is considered to represent the 
registration and the transaction manager is considered to represent the registrar). 

Referring to claim 13, Ng et al disclose the method of claim 12, wherein said 
registrar is located in a browser window (see [0123]). 

Referring to claim 14, Ng et al disclose the method of claim 13, wherein the 
browser window comprises a topmost browser window of a Web page (see [0123] - 
RQ1 is considered to represent the topmost browser). 

Referring to claim 17, Ng et al disclose the method of claim 1, wherein the 
message received from said messaging portlet comprises a selected one of an 
identifier, text, or an attribute (see [0209] - itemName is considered to represent the 
message received). 

Referring to claim 18, Ng et al disclose the method of claim 1, further 
comprising: creating a second listener portlet by registering a third portlet to receive 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/708, 1 87 Page 8 

Art Unit: 2167 

messages from said messaging portlet; and in response to user interaction with said 
messaging portlet, retrieving particular content for display in the user interface based on 
the message received by the second listener portlet from the messaging portlet (see 
[0151] and Fig 1 - Slave B is considered to represent the second listener which 
responds to the messaging portlet which is considered to be represented by Slave A). 

Referring to claim 19, Ng et al disclose the method of claim 1 , further 
comprising: (see [0151]) 

mapping a message action to the listener portlet (see [0151] and Fig 1 - Slave B 
is considered to represent the second listener which responds to the messaging portlet 
which is considered to be represented by Slave A); 

creating a second listener portlet by registering a third portlet to listen for 
messages from the listener portlet (see [021 1], [0213], [0220] and [0225]-[0226] - the 
slave portlets are considered to represent the listener portlet)] and 

in response to the message received by the listener portlet from the messaging 
portlet, retrieving particular content for display in the user interface based on the 
message received by the second listener portlet from the listener portlet (see [0176], 
lines 5-8 and [0214], lines 3-5 and [0231] - the slave portlet performs the action of 
retrieving the data from the web application in order to display the data in the user's 
browser). 

Referring to claim 20, Ng et al disclose a computer-readable medium having 
processor-executable instructions for performing the method of claim 1 (see [0091] - a 
computer readable signal bearing medium). 
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Referring to claim 21, Ng et al disclose a downloadable set of processor- 
executable instructions for performing the method of claim 1 (see [0091] and [0095] - 
the computer program code means are recorded on a computer readable signal bearing 
medium wherein the signal may be a transmission over a network, which is considered 
to represent the ability to download the program code). 

Referring to claim 22, Ng et al disclose a system for interactive content retrieval 
and display (see abstract), the system comprising: 

a user interface for display of content (see [0088]); 

an actioner module for display of content in the user interface and sending a 
message based on user interaction with said actioner module (see [0088] and [0179]); 

a registrar for receiving the message from said actioner module and routing the 
message to at least one listener module registered to receive the message (see [0121] 
and [0265] - the cookie table is considered to represent the registration and the 
transaction manager is considered to represent the registrar)] and 

at least one listener module registered for receiving the message from the 
registrar and retrieving content for display in the user interface based on the message 
sent by the actioner module (see [021 1], [0213], [0220] and [0225]-[0226] - the slave 
portlets are considered to represent the listener portlet). 

Referring to claim 23, Ng et al disclose the system of claim 22, wherein said 
actioner module comprises a portlet (see [0088], lines 1-7). 
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Referring to claim 24, Ng et al disclose the system of claim 23, wherein said 
portlet retrieves content from a particular source (see [0214] - the data is retrieved from 
the URL which is considered to represent the particular source). 

Referring to claim 25, Ng et al disclose the system of claim 22, wherein at least 
one listener module displays content in a Web page (see [0088], lines 1-5). 

Referring to claim 26, Ng et al disclose the system of claim 25, wherein the 
Web page is implemented using a markup language (see [0201]-[0206] - the context is 
considered to represent the web page). 

Referring to claim 27, Ng et al disclose the system of claim 26, wherein the 
markup language comprises a selected one of HyperText Markup Language (HTML), 
Extensible Markup Language (XML), Extensible Hypertext Markup Language (XHTML), 
and Compact HyperText Markup Language (cHTML) (see [0201] - XML). 

Referring to claim 28, Ng et al disclose the system of claim 22, wherein said 
actioner module comprises a markup language anchor (see [0201]-[0203] - the 
Dynamic Context Relationship Template is considered to represent the anchor). 

Referring to claim 29, Ng et al disclose the system of claim 22, wherein said at 
least one listener module retrieves a selected one of a Web page, a portion of a Web 
page, database content, spreadsheet data, documents, files, and information from a 
Common Gateway Interface (see [0088], lines 9-13 - web pages). 

Referring to claim 30, Ng et al disclose the system of claim 22, wherein said 
user interface comprises a browser interface (see [0179], lines 1-4 - the user's web 
browser is considered to represent a browser interface). 
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Referring to claim 33, Ng et al disclose the system of claim 22, wherein said at 
least one listener module registers with the registrar to receive the message from the 
actioner module (see [0121] and [0265] - the cookie table is considered to represent the 
registration and the transaction manager is considered to represent the registrar). 

Referring to claim 34, Ng et al disclose the system of claim 33, wherein the 
registrar is located in a browser window (see [01 23]). 

Referring to claim 35, Ng et al disclose the system of claim 34, wherein the 
browser window comprises a topmost browser window of a Web page (see [0123] - 
RQ1 is considered to represent the topmost browser). 

Referring to claim 38, Ng et al disclose the system of claim 22, wherein the 
message received by said at least one listener module comprises a selected one of an 
identifier, text, or an attribute (see [0209] - itemName is considered to represent the 
message received). 

Referring to claim 39, Ng et al disclose the system of claim 22, further 
comprising: a module for mapping a message action to the actioner portlet (see [0151] 
and Fig 1 - Slave B is considered to represent the second listener which responds to 
the messaging portlet which is considered to be represented by Slave A). 

Referring to claim 40, Ng et al disclose The system of claim 22, further 
comprising: a listener messaging module registered to receive the message from the 
actioner module and send a message based on the message received from the actioner 
module (see [0211], [0213], [0220] and [0225]-[0226] - the slave portlets are considered 
to represent the listener portlet). 
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Referring to claim 41 , Ng et al disclose the system of claim 40, wherein said 
listener messaging module retrieves content for display in the user interface based on 
the message sent by the actioner module (see [0088], lines 9-13 - web pages). 

Referring to claim 42, Ng et al disclose a method for collaborative retrieval and 
display of information in a Web page (see abstract), the method comprising: 

providing a plurality of elements for retrieval and display of information in a Web 
page (see [0088] and [0179]); 

creating a registrar for receiving a message and routing the message to at least 
one listening element registered to receive the message (see [0121] and [0265] - the 
cookie table is considered to represent the registration and the transaction manager is 
considered to represent the registrar); 

associating a message action with a first element for sending a message in 
response to user interaction with the first element; registering at least one listener 
element with the registrar for receiving a message sent by the first element (see [021 1], 
[0213], [0220] and [0225]-[0226] - the slave portlets are considered to represent the 
listener portlet)] and 

in response to user interaction with the first element, displaying particular 
information on the Web page based on the message received by said at least one 
listener element from the first element (see [0176], lines 5-8 and [0214], lines 3-5 and 
[0231] - the slave portlet performs the action of retrieving the data from the web 
application in order to display the data in the user's browser). 
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Referring to claim 43, Ng et al disclose the method of claim 42, wherein said 
plurality of elements comprise a portal (see [0088], lines 1-7 - a portlet is considered to 
represent an element). 

Referring to claim 44, Ng et al disclose the method of claim 42, wherein an 
element retrieves information from a particular source (see [0214] - the data is retrieved 
from the URL which is considered to represent the particular source). 

Referring to claim 45, Ng et al disclose the method of claim 42, wherein an 
element comprises a markup language element (see [0201]-[0206]). 

Referring to claim 46, Ng et al disclose the method of claim 42, wherein the first 
element comprises a markup language anchor (see [0201H0203] - the Dynamic 
Context Relationship Template is considered to represent the anchor). 

Referring to claim 47, Ng et al disclose the method of claim 42, wherein said 
displaying step includes displaying a selected one of a Web page, a portion of a Web 
page, database content, spreadsheet data, documents, files, and information from a 
Common Gateway Interface (see [0088], lines 9-13 - web pages). 

Referring to claim 48, Ng et al disclose the method of claim 42, wherein said 
Web page is displayed by a Web browser (see [0179], lines 1-4 - the web page is 
displayed in the user's web browser). 

Referring to claim 51, Ng et al disclose the method of claim 42, wherein said 
creating a registrar step includes creating the registrar in a browser window (see [0121] 
and [0265] - the cookie table is considered to represent the registration and the 
transaction manager is considered to represent the registrar). 
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Referring to claim 52, Ng et al disclose the method of claim 51 , wherein the 
browser window comprises a topmost browser window of a Web page (see [0123]). 

Referring to claim 54, Ng et al disclose the method of claim 42, wherein the 
message received by said at least one listener element comprises a selected one of an 
identifier, text, or an attribute (see [0209] - itemName is considered to represent the 
message received). 

Referring to claim 55, Ng et al disclose the method of claim 42, wherein the first 
element comprises a listening element registered to receive a message from a 
particular element on the Web page (see [0151]). 

Referring to claim 56, Ng et al disclose the method of claim 55, wherein the first 
element sends a message when it receives a message from said particular element 
(see [0151]). 

Referring to claim 57, Ng et al disclose the method of claim 42, wherein at least 
some of said listener elements have associated message actions for sending messages 
to other elements (see [0151] and Fig 1 - masters and slaves). 

Referring to claim 58, Ng et al disclose a computer-readable medium having 
processor-executable instructions for performing the method of claim 42 (see [0091] - a 
computer readable signal bearing medium). 

Referring to claim 59, Ng et al disclose a downloadable set of processor- 
executable instructions for performing the method of claim 42 (see [0091] and [0095] - 
the computer program code means are recorded on a computer readable signal bearing 
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medium wherein the signal may be a transmission over a network, which is considered 
to represent the ability to download the program code). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claims 15-16, 36-37 and 53 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over US PGPub 2006/0053376 to Ng et al as applied respectively to 
claims 1 , 22 and 42 above, and further in view of US PGPub 2004/0098360 to Witwer et 
al (hereafter Witwer et al). 

Referring to claim 15, Ng et al disclose a messaging portlet. However, Ng et al 
fail to explicitly disclose the further limitation wherein said messaging portlet is 
implemented using JavaScript. Witwer et al discloses a method for creating customized 
portals (see abstract) including the further limitation wherein said messaging portlet is 
implemented using JavaScript (see [0038], lines 10-12 - javascript can be contained in 
a portlet). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to use Witwer et al's method of implementing messaging portlets 
using JavaScript with Ng et al's method of using messaging portlets. One would have 
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been motivated to do so in order to provide web authors to embed programming 
instruction within the HTML text of their web page. 

Referring to claim 16, Ng et al disclose a messaging portlet. However, Ng et al 
fail to explicitly disclose the further limitation wherein the messaging portlet sends a 
javaScript broadcast message to the listener portlet. Witwer et al disclose a method for 
creating customized portals (see abstract) including wherein the messaging portlet 
sends a javaScript broadcast message to the listener portlet (see [0038], lines 10-12 - 
javascript can be contained in a portlet). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to use Witwer et al's method of implementing messaging portlets 
using JavaScript with Ng et al's method of using messaging portlets. One would have 
been motivated to do so in order to provide web authors to embed programming 
instruction within the HTML text of their web page. 

Referring to claim 36, Ng et al disclose a messaging portlet. However, Ng et al 
fail to explicitly disclose the further limitation wherein the messaging portlet sends a 
javaScript broadcast message to the listener portlet. Witwer et al discloses a system for 
creating customized portals (see abstract) including wherein the messaging portlet 
sends a javaScript broadcast message to the listener portlet (see [0038], lines 10-12 - 
javascript can be contained in a portlet). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to use Witwer et al's method of implementing messaging portlets 
using JavaScript with Ng et al's method of using messaging portlets. One would have 
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been motivated to do so in order to provide web authors to embed programming 
instruction within the HTML text of their web page. 

Referring to claim 37, Ng et al disclose a messaging portlet. However, Ng et al 
fail to explicitly disclose the further limitation wherein said actioner module is 
implemented using JavaScript. Witwer et al discloses a system for creating customized 
portals (see abstract) including wherein said actioner module is implemented using 
JavaScript (see [0038], lines 10-12 - javascript can be contained in a portlet). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to use Witwer et al's method of implementing messaging portlets 
using JavaScript with Ng et al's method of using messaging portlets. One would have 
been motivated to do so in order to provide web authors to embed programming 
instruction within the HTML text of their web page. 

Referring to claim 53, Ng et al disclose a messaging portlet. However, Ng et al 
fail to explicitly disclose the further limitation wherein the first element sends a 
javaScript broadcast message in response to user interaction. Witwer et al discloses a 
method for creating customized portals (see abstract) including wherein the first 
element sends a javaScript broadcast message in response to user interaction (see 
[0038], lines 10-12 - javascript can be contained in a portlet). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to use Witwer et al's method of implementing messaging portlets 
using JavaScript with Ng et al's method of using messaging portlets. One would have 
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been motivated to do so in order to provide web authors to embed programming 
instruction within the HTML text of their web page. 

8. Claims 10-11, 31-32 and 49-50 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over US PGPub 2006/0053376 to Ng et al as applied respectively to 
claims 1 , 22 and 42 above, and further in view of US PGPub 2004/0098360 to Witwer et 
al (hereafter Witwer et al). 

Referring to claim 10, Ng et al disclose a messaging portlet. However, Ng et al 
fail to explicitly disclose the further limitation wherein said messaging portlet is 
structured as a HyperText Markup Language (HTML) inline frame. Hauser et al 
disclose a method for integrating applications (see abstract) including the further 
limitation wherein said messaging portlet is structured as a HyperText Markup 
Language (HTML) inline frame (see [0053], lines 9-14). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to use Hauser et al's feature of inline frames with Ng et al's method 
of messaging portlets. One would have been motivated to do so in order to improve the 
efficiency of the portlets. 

Claims 11, 31, 32, 49 and 50 are rejected on the same grounds as claim 10. 
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